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"Yes, you shall have him," replied she. "But not he, nor even that rough Cypierre, can teach you to reign."
"It is you, my dear mother/' he exclaimed, mollified by his triumph, and throwing off the threatening and sly expression which Nature had stamped on his physiognomy.
Catherine sent Gondi to find the High Almoner. When the Florentine had discovered Amyot's retreat, and the Bishop heard that the courtier came from the Queen, he was seized with terror, and would not come out of the Abbey. In this extremity Catherine was obliged to write to him herself, and in such terms that he came back and obtained the promise of her support, but only on condition of his obeying her blindly in all that concerned the King.
This little domestic tempest being lulled, Catherine came back to the Louvre. It was more than a year since she had left it, and she now held council with her nearest friends as to how she was to deal with the young King, whom Cypierre had complimented on his firmness.
"What is to be done?" said she to the two Gondi, Ruggieri, Birague, and Chiverni, now tutor and Chancellor to the Due d'Anjou.
" First of all," said Birague, " get rid of Cypierre; he is not a courtier, he will never fall in with your views, and will think he is doing his duty by opposing you."
"Whom can I trust?" cried the Queen.
" One of us," said Birague.
" By my faith," said Gondi, " I promise to make the King as pliant as the King of Navarre."
" You let the late King die to save your other children; well, then, do as the grand Signors of Constantinople do: crush this one's passions and fancies," said Albert de Gondi. "He likes the arts, poetry, hunting, and a little girl he saw at Orleans; all this is quite enough to occupy him."
" Then you would be the King's tutor ? " said Catherine, to the more capable of the two Gondi.
" If you will give me the necessary authority; it might be well to make me a Marshal of France and a duke. Cypierre is too small a man to continue in that office. Hence-